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PRESCHOOL
2 DAY: 
Mon/Tues OR Wed/Thurs, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Tuition is $275 per month 
Yearly Supply Fee $100
1 class for children aged 2 ½ to 5,  
12 children max (6 per class) 

4 DAY: 
Mon-Thurs, 9 a.m.-12:45 p.m. 
Tuition is $495 per month 
Yearly Supply Fee $100
2 classes for children aged 3 to 5,  
16 children max (8 per class)

Our goal is to reduce exposure risks and prioritize the health and safety of our teachers and students.  
Cohorting, or keeping the same children and teachers together throughout the day and week, is the best way 
to limit the number of kids each child is exposed to on a daily basis. By scheduling back-to-back days,  
we reduce cross-contamination risks. By cancelling the 3-day program and limiting the number of kids in the  
2 day program, we greatly reduce the total number of kids in our program, thus reducing exposure risks. 

• The maximum number of kids on a daily basis is 22 (reduced from 26 kids in 2019-2020). 

• The max total number of kids in the preschool program is 28 (reduced from 44 kids in 2019-2020). 

• The number of staff on a daily basis is 4 which includes 3 lead teachers and 1 assistant.

K-5 HOMESCHOOL PROGRAM 
4 DAY: 
Mon-Thurs, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Tuition $560 per month
Yearly Supply Fee $180
2 classes/16 children max OR 1 class/10 children max
40% of families are thinking about homeschooling next year due to a number of reasons including:  
public school may not be open on a daily basis, online learning is not working well for many kids, and there 
is an increased risk of exposure sending kids to a public school. Additionally, a number of our teachers have 
school-age kids and would be unable to work if they have to stay home to care for their kids should school 
buildings not be open daily. 

By offering a homeschool program, it will ensure that staff can still work. Additionally, we will be ensuring the 
school age kids in our community are getting a quality education in a safer setting. This program is limited to 
our team and 7 Tribe’s community of families and friends. 

• The maximum number of kids in the homeschool program will be 10 or 16 (depending on whether there 
are 1 or 2 classes. If there is a need for 2 classes, they will be grouped by grade level) 

• The number of staff on a daily basis will be 2 or 3 which includes 1 or 2 lead teachers and 1 assistant

NO EXTENDED DAY PROGRAM
An extended day program brings a host of health concern issues related to napping. Plus, there would be 
a need to combine classes which would thwart all of our cohorting efforts. In order to reduce risk and keep 
our kids safe, we can not offer an extended day program this school year. Our hope is that we will be able to 
resume the extended day program once again in future school years. 

COVID-19 CHANGES  
TO PROGRAM OFFERINGS
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COVID-19 UPDATES TO POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

GROUPINGS
Homeschool and Preschool kids will be kept 
separate at ALL times to further reduce risk and 
exposure. Teachers and assistants will be assigned 
to either the homeschool or the preschool program. 
Time on the grounds will be divided so the programs 
do not overlap. 

Siblings and family members will be kept together 
whenever possible, i.e. siblings are in the same class. 

OUTDOOR PROGRAM
Viral transmission risks are greatly reduced in outdoor 
settings. It is for this reason that our preschool and 
homeschool programs will be outdoors as often 
as the weather permits. We will only go inside for 
bathroom breaks or changes of clothing. 

The indoor classrooms will be used during bad 
weather. We will adhere to the national guidelines 
regarding weather and outdoor time. When we need 
to be indoors, children will remove their shoes and 
wash their hands before entering the classroom. 
Classes will stay in their classrooms and not mix with 
other classes. 

Each class will have their own designated areas on 
the grounds (under the weeping beech tree, in the 
peace garden, etc) for circle time and to complete 
activities with their class. Classes will be able to take 
nature walks and spend time in the gardens. Luckily, 
we have seven beautiful acres which is plenty of 
space for everyone to spread out. 

Time in the nature park will be scheduled and split 
between the homeschool and preschool programs. 
The nature park is over 13,000 square feet. In terms 
of viral transmission risks, the large size of the park 
combined with the lack of metal and plastic play 
equipment makes it much safer than traditional 
playgrounds. 

BATHROOM
Bathroom breaks are scheduled and staggered. 
Proper hand washing practices will be reinforced. 
The bathroom will be wiped down and disinfected 
between each class use. 

This past school year we were happy to help children 
with potty training. However, due to the intimate 
nature of diaper changes and the amount of PPE 
it requires, all children must now be potty trained. 
Exceptions: children with a documented delay  
and/or medical need. 

MATERIALS 
There will be no sharing of materials. 

Each child will have their own bag of markers, 
scissors, crayons, glue, play doh, etc. This is provided 
by 7 Tribe so that each bag is the same. This will 
reduce potential conflicts between kids. Bags are 
kept at school and are maintained by the teacher. 

Toys and equipment will be disinfected daily. To 
ensure cleanliness, the number of toys will be slightly 
reduced and rotated out regularly. Since there is no 
washing machine on site, silk scarves and dressup 
materials will be removed from play areas. 

Each teacher will have a collapsible wagon to carry 
a first aid kit, hand sanitizer, PPE, learning materials, 
other gear and water bottles. 

PERSONAL ITEMS
The CDC recommends limiting the number of 
personal items brought into the center on a  
daily basis. 

Each child will have their own cubby where extra 
clothing and gear can be stored. When cold weather 
approaches, your child will need snow pants and rain 
gear that can remain at school. We ask that these 
items stay at school until they are sent home to be 
cleaned. When it is time for them to be cleaned, 
teachers will bag everything up and send it home at 
the end of the week. Our objective is to reduce the 
amount of items traveling back and forth between 
home and school as much as possible. For this reason, 
toys and stuffed animals must be kept at home.

SNACKS
In order to limit the amount of personal items 
brought from home, snacks will be provided by 7 
Tribe and will be served by a teacher wearing gloves. 
“Snack helper” will no longer be a classroom job. 
Children may not share food. 

LUNCH
Since 7 Tribe does not have the capacity to make 
and serve lunches, lunches will be provided by 
families. All lunch items must be contained in a 
single lunch bag or box that is clearly marked with 
the child’s name. Children may not share food. 
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DROP OFF / PICK UP PROCEDURES 
The CDC recommends curbside drop offs and 
limiting the number of visitors in the building. When 
possible, high risk family members should not be 
responsible for pick up or drop offs. 

All drop offs and pickups will be done curbside and 
will occur in the upper parking lot of the church at 
925 S. George St. Each family will be given a number 
to display in their windshield to help us quickly 
identify families in order to speed up the process. 
Please note: this plan is contingent upon final 
approval from the church and is subject to change. 

DROP OFF will begin at 8:50 a.m. 
Families are asked to wait in their cars and unbuckle 
their child before a teacher approaches. Teacher 
assistants wearing a face shield will greet each 
family, conduct a wellness check complete with a 
temperature check, sign in the child(ren), and help 
the child(ren) out of the car. 

Once out of the car, kids will be given hand sanitizer 
to use before going to their designated area, taking 
their water bottle with them. The assistant will 
take the lunches and store them in the fridge once 
everyone has checked in. 

If the weather requires it, children will proceed 
directly to their classrooms. All transitions are 
supervised and teachers are stationed accordingly. 

PICK-UP WILL BE STAGGERED

2 day preschool pick-up is at 12:30 p.m. 

4 day preschool pick-up is at 12:45 p.m.

Homeschool pick-up is at 1 p.m.
As recommended by the CDC, staggering pick-up 
will help us to keep groups separate and avoid a pile 
up at the entrance. Should families have kids with 
different pick up times, a single pick up time will be 
agreed upon. Having families display a number in 
the windshield of their vehicle will also help dismissal 
run smoother. 

When it is time for dismissal, each class will wait in 
their designated area and wait for students to be 
radioed before being dismissed. A teacher wearing 
a face shield will radio for a child to be dismissed 
as each car approaches. The teacher will help the 
child(ren) into the car. Families are asked to pull 
forward a few car lengths before completing the 
buckling process so that other kids can be dismissed. 

FACE COVERINGS
Masks are very problematic with young children. 
Being able to read facial expressions is key for both 
teachers and students. Having children wear masks 
may cause more close contact between staff and 
kids, as this age group will fidget with, remove, 
and even trade masks. Additionally, masks cause 
breathing issues when kids are running around. 
The CDC states that efforts will be better spent on 
cleaning and disinfecting. 

IF the CDC guidelines are updated and a face 
covering is required, we will not be using masks and 
instead will use face shields. This is primarily because 
face shields are clear so we will be able to see 
children’s faces. Face shields also help prevent kids 
from touching their face. The face shield could be 
attached to a hat or headband. 

While we are outdoors, facial coverings of any kind 
will not be required. If we are inside, face shields 
may possibly be required. Should face shields be 
required indoors, teachers will spend time teaching 
about face shields so that children are comfortable 
wearing them. 

We are waiting for more CDC guidance on this issue. 
We recognize that this is a highly sensitive issue and 
we are approaching it with great care and concern. 

Teachers who are helping in the parking lot during 
pick up and drop offs will be required to wear face 
shields. 

WELLNESS CHECKS
Teachers and students must complete a wellness 
check upon arrival. This includes a temperature check 
and answering a series of questions. These questions 
are determined by the CDC and will be updated as 
needed. Persons who have a fever of 100˚F or above 
or other signs of illness will not be admitted. 
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SICK POLICY
7 Tribe has a strict sick policy outlined in both the 
parent/guardian handbook and the staff handbook. 
It will be updated to include: 

Should any student, staff or member of their 
household become infected with COVID-19, the 
school will shut down for a minimum of one week 
during which time everything will be disinfected. 
The appropriate state agencies and all families will 
be notified immediately. We will keep in constant 
contact with all families to ensure the illness did not 
spread. All CDC guidelines related to this issue will 
be followed. 

Children will need to stay home if they have a 
severe rash or change in skin color, red eyes, and/or 
abdominal pain which are the symptoms of MIS-C, 
multi-system inflammatory syndrome, a complication 
of COVID-19 that presents in children.

Children will need to stay home when they or family 
members in the household are coughing. It is vital 
that staff and students remain home when they or 
members of their household are sick. 

We will continue the use of illness trackers to ensure 
the health and safety of everyone. 

CLOSURES
Our goal is to implement best practices to keep 
our kids and staff healthy and safe. Being a small, 
outdoor program with controlled cohort classes 
makes our program much safer than most. As such, 
we plan to remain open during the yellow and green 
phases identified in Governor Wolf’s plan. However, 
we reserve the right to close during the yellow phase 
should it be in the best interest of students and staff. 
We value health and safety over financial concerns. 

Should there be a second wave of infection and 7 
Tribe is forced to close, tuition will not be charged. 
However, should we be forced to close mid-month, 
there will not be a refund of tuition. Those monies 
will be used to pay fixed costs while we are closed, 
ensuring our ability to reopen. 

There will be an option for families to enroll in a 
homeschool support program for a significantly 
reduced tuition cost. These funds will only be 
used to pay the teachers who are providing 
homeschooling support. 

Please note: Policies and Procedures are subject to change and will be updated as needed to best protect  
the health and safety of our students, staff and their families.


